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North Dakota was the 39th state to join the Union, but when it comes to agricultural production it
could be considered the First State. North Dakota farmers lead the nation in the production of 8
commodities and 13 commodities rank within the top 5. Cass County is the leading county
nationwide in the production of soybeans. This information, and considerably more, are
highlights from the 2002 Census of Agriculture. Included in this latest edition of North Dakota
Agricultural Statistics you will find Census of Agriculture data, along with the weekly, monthly,
quarterly and annual statistics from USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.

Data presented within this book is only possible because farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses
have voluntarily provided information through various surveys. Their cooperation is absolutely
necessary for accuracy and greatly appreciated. The support provided by North Dakota
producers reinforces my belief that current information is a powerful tool; and our producers are
the best source for this information.

I would also like to recognize the efforts of the North Dakota Agricultural Statistics Service staff
and the NASDA enumerators. Enumerators collect the data through telephone and personal
interviews. The office staff is responsible for managing surveys, setting estimates and preparing
reports. Their professionalism and dedication to North Dakota agriculture is outstanding.

Finally, I am grateful for the cooperation of many partners within North Dakota. These include
North Dakota State University Extension Service, North Dakota Agricultural Experiment
Station, North Dakota Department of Agriculture, other USDA agencies and numerous producer
and industry groups. Together we are making North Dakota agriculture count here and around
the world.

I hope that you find this information beneficial. Please contact our office if we can serve your
interests in agriculture.

Sincerely,

David Knopf
Director


